medical genetics and genomics curricula focused on the laboratory specialties
To the Editor: Medical genetics is a rapidly growing medical specialty that offers unique opportunities for PhD-degreed scientists to become board certified and participate in clinical activities, most notably by directing diagnostic laboratories. However, in our experience, few PhD students are aware of medical genetics as a career path and most lack an understanding of the environments in which medical geneticists work and the training requirements that lead to eligibility for certification by the American Board of Medical Genetics in a laboratory specialty. To raise awareness about medical genetics as a career path among graduate students and postdoctoral fellows at Baylor College of Medicine, two curricula focused on the laboratory specialties of medical genetics have been developed for the Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences. These curricula complement the Genetics Track Curriculum for medical students that was described by Dhar et al. in their article "Enhancing Exposure to Genetics and Genomics Through an Innovative Medical School Curriculum." 1 A medical genetics internship was developed to introduce medical genetics as a career path and define the work environments and training requirements associated with medical genetics. The internship consists of some components of the Genetics Track Curriculum, including an online human subjects research training course, case-based genetics conferences, journal clubs, and mentorship meetings. Internship participants also attend a "Careers in Medical Genetics" informational seminar and participate in laboratory rotations that include 1 week each in the Biochemical Genetics, Cytogenetics, and Molecular Genetics divisions of the Baylor College of Medicine Medical Genetics Laboratories. The internship requirements must be completed in 12 months. Assessment is attendance based and those completing the program receive a certificate of completion.
